
ITALIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE COMMITTEE 

OF NEW YORK, INC. PRESENTS

ITALIAN HERITAGE
AND CULTURE M O N T H

M E S E D E L L A C U L T U R A I T A L I A N A
N E W  Y O R K  •  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 1

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
WWW.ITALYCULTUREMONTH.ORG

INFO@ITALYCULTUREMONTH.ORG • 212.642.2027 

150TH
ANNIVERSARY

OF THE UNIFICATION
OF ITALY: ITALIA 150

IHCM covers 11_8-24  8/24/11  5:40 PM  Page 2



 COLUMBUS  CITIZENS
 FOUNDATION

PROUDLY PRESENTS....
THE 67TH ANNUAL

COLUMBUS DAY  PARADE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10 

FIFTH AVENUE FROM 47TH TO 72ND ST.

HONORING

2011 GRAND MARSHAL

JOSEPH J. PLUMERI
Chairman & CEO, Willis Group Holdings, PLC 

 BROADCAST LIVE

12:00 - 3:00 PM
COLUMBUS DAY  MASS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10
THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PATRICK

9:30AM
COLUMBUS CITIZENS FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT

Recognizing the incredible impact that our Italian heritage has 
had on our lives and its contribution to our individual successes, 
we the members of the Columbus Citizens Foundation dedicate 
ourselves to preserving and enhancing the culture, traditions 
and values we were so blessed to receive. Furthermore, we will 
commit to honor those that came before us by ensuring that their 
love of country, family and tireless work ethic are passed to our 
children and all future generations. Wermly commit to raise and 
distribute nancial aid to educate children in need and pledge to 
extend ourselves in perpetuating the philanthropic work that has 
been synonymous with our Foundation.

www.columbuscitizensfd.org

CELEBRATING THE

150THANNIVERSARY

OF THE UNIFICATION OF ITALY

HONOREE

ROBERT V. LA PENTA
Chairman, President & CEO 

L-1 Identity Solutions

HONOREE

STEPHEN J. SQUERI
Group President Global Svcs

American Express

IHCM covers 11_8-24  8/24/11  5:39 PM  Page 1



IHCM covers 11_8-24  8/24/11  5:40 PM  Page 3



Rienzi & Sons

Introduces
New Mini Pasta

for Children

Available in all major supermarkets.

Rienzi & Sons
18-81 Steinway Street

Astoria,NY 11105
tel.(718)278-8435

www.rienzifoods.com 

IHCM covers 11_8-24  8/24/11  5:40 PM  Page 4



1

Contents

A Message from the President/Chairperson	 3

Mission Statement				    5

Italian Heritage and Culture Month History	 7

Members of the Board				    13

Acknowledgments				    15

Financial Supporters				    17

Leonardo da Vinci Award Recipients		  20

U.S. Presidential Proclamation			   22

Official Proclamation from the Governor of        	 24
the State of New York				  

Official Proclamation from the  			  26
Comptroller of the State of New York

Official Legislative Resolution			   28
New York State Senate and Assembly

Official Proclamation from the			   31
Council of the City of New York

Official Proclamations from the 			  35
Borough Presidents of the City of New York 	

Official Events and 				    44
Proclamation Ceremonies			 

Borough Contact Persons			   48

Calendar of Events				    51

Participating Schools				    131
Elementary through Secondary			 



2

Participating Colleges and Universities		  135

Italian and Italian American Institutions		  137
in New York					   

Italian Language Resources			   142

Related References				    144

Puzzle						      150

Bookmark			               		 161



3

A Message from the 
President/Chairperson

October 2011			 
			 
	

Dear Friends:

Welcome to the 35th annual celebration of Italian 
Heritage and Culture Month. This year the Board 
of Directors of the Italian Heritage and Culture 
Committee, New York, Inc. has selected as its theme: 
The 150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy.

We join with Italians world-wide to commemorate 
the unification of Italy in 1861. The once ancient 
Roman empire was transformed as a result of the 
courageous  patriots under Giuseppe Garibaldi’s 
leadership which gave birth to an Italian nation. In 
honoring and recognizing the legacy of Italy’s  history, 
we are also acknowledging the millions of Italian 
Americans who value the democratic principles 
and human rights that both Italy and America share. 
We are confident that the various organizations 
which historically recognize Italian Americans 
during the month of October will especially think 
about this important milestone in Italian history.

At this time, I thank all who have suggested and 
prepared the final work towards the various posters, 
bookmarks, pamphlets, and solicitation of programs for 
the booklet of activities for October 2011, all of which 
can be found as well on our web site. Our publications 
are provided through the generosity of benefactors, 
among which are the Columbus Citizens Foundation, 
the Office of the Consulate General of Italy in New 
York and many other individuals and contributors.  

During these challenging economic times, I am most 
appreciative of the response of those individuals 
who generously contributed to the development of 
our materials as well, to the overwhelming largesse 



4

by our sponsors whose ads are included within. For 
without their financial support, we might not have 
been able to produce such a comprehensive view of 
all the many activities for Italian Heritage and Culture 
Month, 2011

You are enthusiastically and wholeheartedly 
invited to join us in this celebration to partake of, 
and participate in, as many activities listed in the 
calendar of events as you are able.  With all of us, 
the members of the Italian Heritage and Culture 
Committee, NY, Inc., a Board second to none in 
its enthusiasm and grace of life as “Italophiles” 
— I encourage you to celebrate our rich heritage!

Grazie a tutti e buon divertimento!

Joseph Sciame
Uff. Joseph Sciame, President/Chairperson
Mese della Cultura Italiana
Italian Heritage and Culture Committee 
of New York, Inc.

President/Chair, Conference of Presidents of 
Major Italian American Organizations and  
OSIA National Past President, Uff. Joseph 
Sciame (R) presents 2011 150th Anniversary 
Poster to Italy’s President Giorgio Napolitano.
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ITALIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE 
COMMITTEE – NY, INC.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Italian Heritage and Culture 
Committee, New York, Inc. (IHCC-NY, Inc.) is to: 

•	 Heighten public awareness of Italian heritage 
and culture; 

•	 Coordinate sponsorship of programs that 
celebrate Italian heritage and culture; 

•	 Sponsor the Italian Heritage and Culture 
Month activities annually;

•	 Promote the study of Italian language and 
culture among all ethnic groups; 

•	 Engender pride in Italian-Americans 
regarding their own heritage; and

•	 Encourage positive portrayals of Italian-
Americans in the media and with the general 
public.

Vision Statement

The Italian Heritage and Culture Committee of New 
York, Inc. will conduct, sponsor or participate in 
activities throughout the year, with special emphasis 
on the celebration of Italian Heritage and Culture 
Month. 

The vision of the IHCC-NY, Inc. is to be a dynamic 
organization in the Italian-American community 
that will collaborate on and foster an appreciation 
of Italian and Italian American contributions to the 
world.
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The IHCC-NY, Inc. will: 

•	 Solicit funds to carry out its mission and 
fulfill its vision;

•	 Network with Italian and Italian American 
resources to gain active individual and group 
participation; 

•	 Assist in promoting Italian heritage, culture, 
and language; and

•	 Provide quality materials to educational, 
cultural groups and other entities.

Programs

The IHCC-NY, Inc. will encourage and/or sponsor 
programs at schools, colleges, civic entities, ethnic 
and other organizations so as to promote Italian 
heritage, culture and language; and foster positive 
recognition for the contributions of Italians and 
Americans of Italian descent to our society. 

Adopted 7-14-09
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History of Italian Heritage and Culture Month                                        
Sponsored by the Italian Heritage and Culture 
Committee of New York, Inc. (IHCC-NY, Inc.)

New York’s Italian Heritage and Culture Month will 
be celebrating its thirty-fifth anniversary this year, 
2011.  The Italian Heritage and Culture Committee 
of New York, Inc. (IHCC-NY, Inc.) has provided 
more than three decades of special events, concerts, 
exhibits, lectures, and proclamations to celebrate and 
to better inform New York, the largest Italian city 
outside Italy, and other geographic areas throughout 
the United States and the world, of the important 
legacy of Italian and Italian American culture. 
   
It is important to recognize from a historical per-
spective that in the spring of 1976, NYC Mayor 
Abraham Beame, proclaimed the first “Italian 
Culture Week,” from May 17 to 23.   The idea for 
such progress was proposed to Dr. Leo Bernardo, 
Director of the Bureau of Foreign Languages, who 
was easily persuaded of the value and importance of 
this project.  Dr. Bernardo appointed Dr. Gimondo as 
citywide coordinator, resulting in the first celebration 
of Italian Culture Week under the auspices of the 
Bureau of Foreign Languages of the Board of 
Education of the City of New York.  Nine years later, 
in 1985, the festivities moved to October, to coincide 
with various Columbus Day celebrations.  By then, 
a week had become too short to encompass the 
range of programs so the week was transformed to 
“Italian Heritage and Culture Month.”  As the years 
passed, the Governor of the State of New York 
and the President of the United States joined in 
acknowledging this significant annual celebration in 
issuing proclamations in recognition of the heritage 
and culture of Italians and Italian Americans.

This pioneering month long celebration was con-
ceptualized by Dr. Angelo Gimondo, then President 
of the Italian Bilingual Educators Association 
and Superintendent of School District 30 in the 
Borough of Queens, NYC.   Dr. Gimondo, honored 
by the Italian Government on several occasions 
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including that of Gr. Uff. in the Order of the Star of 
Solidarity, was the head of the corps of volunteers 
who annually coordinated the celebration of Italian 
heritage and culture in the five boroughs of New 
York.  Dr. Gimondo located like minded enthusiasm 
in Rosamaria Riccio Pietanza, then President of the 
Italian Teachers Association.  Together they gathered 
numbers of educators and administrators with an 
interest in language and culture, many of whom 
continue to be presently involved with the IHCC-NY, 
Inc.

Soon, after inception, the idea to dedicate each year’s 
event to a specific theme or personality representative 
of the history and culture of Italy and Italian Americans 
was conceived.  Dr. Gimondo retired as founder and 
president of the IHCC-NY, Inc. in December 2006, 
after 30 years of outstanding leadership and leaving an 
important legacy that continues today.  He presently 
serves on the Board as a prime collaborator and advisor.  
  
Commencing in January 2007, Uff. Joseph Sciame, 
Vice-President for Community Relations at St. John’s 
University, past president of the national Order Sons 
of Italy in America, and an IHCC-NY, Inc. Board 
member for the three decade history, was elected 
President/Chair of the Board of Directors.  Under his 
leadership the Board of Directors of the IHCC-NY, Inc.  
continues to be composed of eminent representatives 
of New York¹s Italian and Italian American com-
munity. Each year the Board of Directors selects a new 
theme and then proceeds to create a theme poster and 
publish a Calendar of Events. The role of the Board 
of Directors continues to promote, coordinate, and 
manage the month long celebration. The themes are 
herein included for review and historical importance, 
and represent many individuals, concepts and 
events that have memorialized the Italian and Italian 
American movement.

In addition to its efforts to promote heritage and 
culture, as well as the annual da Vinci Award cere-
monies conferred upon distinguished Italian and Ital-
ian American personages, the IHCC-NY, Inc. has 
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sponsored a concert in Washington Square Park in 
honor of the 100 year birth of Giuseppe Garibaldi; 
organized a special anniversary gathering on the 
occasion of the 200th birthday of Antonio Meucci, 
the true inventor of the telephone; mounted an 
international art exhibit from Palermo, Sicily by 
Rosa Ponte Fucarino; partnered with the Institute of 
Classical Architecture and Classical America in the 
500th Anniversary Celebration of Andrea Palladio; 
supported the efforts of the Italian and Italian 
American community in advancing the cause of the 
Advanced Placement Exam in Italian at high schools 
in the USA; saluted the lifetime achievements of the 
late Rocco Caporale, Ph.D., former Board Member; 
hosted a special tribute to international playwright 
Dott. Cav. Mario Fratti in recognition of his play 
and movie Nine; participated in annual flag raising 
ceremonies at Bowling Green, the site of the arrival 
of the first Italian to the New York shores; and most 
recently, flag raising events at the Mother Italy Statue 
by Giuseppe Massari situated at Poses Park, Hunter 
College/CUNY.

The IHCC-NY, Inc.’s role in concert with the Office 
of the Consulate General, under the leadership of 
the previous Consul General Minister Francesco 
Maria Talò, and in collaboration with the American 
Association of Teachers of Italian (AATI) and the 
Italian American Committee on Education (IACE), 
has been strengthened to achieve common goals in 
education, heritage, culture, language, diplomatic 
respect and increased understanding of “Italianita” 
legacy. In fact, for many years the various activities 
have been supported by each of the Consul Generals 
of Italy, as well as the Director of Istituto Italiano di 
Cultura di New York, currently under the leadership 
of Dott. Riccardo Viale. We now enthusiastically look 
forward to welcoming Minister Natalia Quintavalle,  
our new Consul General of Italy in New York.

Today, owing to the work of the IHCC-NY, Inc., a 
multitude of programs and events are organized 
by cultural associations, community centers, 
libraries, schools, and university departments of 
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Italian in the Greater New York metropolitan area 
to proudly celebrate October’s Italian Heritage 
and Culture Month. Moreover, other states such as 
Illinois, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Rhode Island, 
Washington D.C., Wisconsin, and several others, 
have worked to follow the lead of the IHCC-NY, Inc. 
and enhanced their activities in their respective states 
for the month of October.

For the year 2011, the Board of Directors determined 
that it be appropriate in its role to recognize Ital-
ians and Italian Americans, by celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the Unification of Italy. 

Below is a chronological listing representing the 
array of themes employed throughout the last three 
decades:
 
 Theme Posters

2011   150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy

2010   Maria Montessori:  An Internationally 
Renowned Educator and Physician

2009  Galileo Galilei:  Father of Modern Astronomy
          Giuseppe Petrosino:  Italian American Crime        
Fighter 1860-1909
  
2008  Andrea Palladio:  Architect for the Ages 1508-
1580 
           Antonio Meucci:  The True Inventor of the 
Telephone 1808-2008
  
2007  Giuseppe Garibaldi:  Eroe dei Due Mondi/
Hero of Two Worlds 1807-2007
  
2006  Celebrating the Italian Genius:  The Leonardo 
DaVinci Legacy
  
2005  Giuseppe Mazzini:  The Political Idealist of 
the Italian Struggle for  
          Independence

2004  Amerigo Vespucci
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2003  Focus on Italian Opera
  
2002  Constantino Brumidi:  Artist of the United 
States Capitol

2001  Giuseppe Verdi:  A Tribute to Italy’s Patriotic 
Composer

2000  Italy in the Year 2000:  Italian Heritage and 
Cultural Roots at the       
        Threshold of the New Millennium

1999  The Italians of New York:  Five Centuries of 
Struggle and Achievement

1998  New York City at 100:  Italian Americans 
Commemorate the Immigrant 
         Experience (Patria e famiglia)   

1997  The Voyages of Giovanni Cabotto:  500th 
Anniversary   
 
1996  Italy and its Regions (L’Italia delle Regioni) 

1995  Guglielmo Marconi:  Centennial of the Radio

1994  Italian Americans in Law:  From Beccaria to 
Scalia

1993  The Legacy of Italy’s Artistic and Cultural 
Contributions to the World

1992  Cristoforo Colombo 500th Anniversary:  The 
Legacy Lives On

1991  Italian Americans:  The Legacy of Cristoforo 
Colombo    

1990  William Paca:  Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, Jurist, 3 times
         Governor of the State of Maryland
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1989  Italians Reaching Out:  Antonio Meucci, 
Inventor of the Telephone, and
        Mother Cabrini, Missionary of the Immigrants

1988  Lorenzo Da Ponte/Academia

1987  Year of the U.S. Constitution:  Mazzei and the 
Italian Contribution

1986  Year of Lady Liberty

1985  Building America

1984  Year of the Etruscans

1983  Italian Culture Week

1982  Italian Culture Week

1981  Italian Festival of the Arts

1980  Italian Culture Week

1979  Italian Culture Week

1978  Italian Week, Board of Education of New York

1977  Italian Culture Week

1976  Italian Culture Week
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The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release 		        March 16, 2011 

 
Presidential Proclamation—150th 
Anniversary of the Unification of Italy

 
A PROCLAMATION

 
 
     On March 17, Italy celebrates the 150th anniversary 
of its unification as a single state.  On this day, we 
join with Italians everywhere to honor the courage, 
sacrifice, and vision of the patriots who gave birth to 
the Italian nation.  At a time when the United States 
was fighting for the preservation of our own Union, 
Giuseppe Garibaldi’s campaign for the unification of 
Italy inspired many around the world in their own 
struggles, including the 39th New York Infantry, also 
known as “The Garibaldi Guard.”  Today, the legacy 
of Garibaldi and all those who unified Italy lives 
on in the millions of American women and men of 
Italian descent who strengthen and enrich our Nation. 
 
     Italy and the United States are bound by friendship 
and common dedication to civil liberties, democratic 
principles, and the universal human rights our countries 
both respect and uphold.  As we mark this important 
milestone in Italian history, we also honor the joint 
efforts of Americans and Italians to foster freedom, 
democracy, and our shared values throughout the world. 
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          NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, 
President of the United States of America, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
17, 2011, as a day to celebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of the Unification of Italy.  I encourage all Americans 
to learn more about the history of Italian unification 
and to honor the enduring friendship between the 
people of Italy and the people of the United States. 

 
          IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

 
BARACK OBAMA
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    Whereas, the Empire State’s greatest asset is its 
mosaic of cultures, each of which contributes to our 
strength, enrichment, and diversity; and

Whereas, New York is home to many individuals 
of Italian ancestry, immigrants and descendants, and 
as Italians here and in the homeland share values that 
echo those of our founding fathers – liberty, equality, 
and justice – we are honored to join with them in 
celebrating Italian Heritage Month;  and

Whereas, New York’s Italian American com-
munity takes pride in the culture, heritage, and history 
of the homeland and,therefore, joins with Italians 
worldwide to mark the 150th Anniversary of the 
Unification of Italy;  and

Whereas, settlements reached in 1815 at the 
Vienna Congress left an Italian peninsula divided 
among a number of European nations and the victors 
of the Napoleonic Wars, and il Risorgimento, or “The 
Resurgence,”was a political and social movement in 
the 19th century that led to the union ofvarious states 
of the Italian peninsula into one single,strong state, 
eventually giving rise to the modern nation of Italy;  
and

Whereas, during the 19th century, social changes 
presented challenges to traditional values and institu-
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tions in Italy and  resulted in the emergence of a pop-
ulation of “liberal Italians” who were influenced by 
forward-thinking and visionary individuals, such as 
Giuseppe Mazzini, an Italian patriot who spearhead-
ed a nationalistic ideology and movement that spread 
acrossthe Italian peninsula; the European Revolutions 
of 1848 also called for the intellectual and strategic 
abilities of individuals such as Giuseppe Garibaldi, 
who lived a period of exile in New York, and whose 
passion and resolve in championing freedom inspired 
others around the globe, including many who served 
during the Civil War in the 39th New York Infantry, 
known as the “Garibaldi Guard”;  and

Whereas, our Nation is sustained and prospers 
as a country of immigrants, and New Yorkers join 
with the entire community of Italian Americans in 
a show of respect for the legacy of their ancestors 
– those in the homeland and those who emigrated 
to this country – ever appreciative of the inspiring 
struggle for unity endured by generations before 
them, and all New Yorkers take the opportunity to 
celebrate thissignificant milestone that evokes joy 
among Italians worldwide celebrating the preserved 
unity of their homeland;

Now, Therefore, I, Andrew M. Cuomo, Gov-
ernor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim 
October 2011 as

Italian Heritage 

and Culture Month

in the Empire State.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

G i v e n under my hand and 
the Privy Seal of the State at the 
Capitol in the City of Albany 
this eighth day of  August in 
the year two thousand eleven.

Secretary to the Governor
Governor
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OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER

STATE OF NEW YORK

PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, the Italian Heritage & Culture Com-
mittee of New York has dedicated the 35th annual 
Italian Heritage & Culture Month to honoring the 
150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy, and 
is promoting the recollection, exploration and 
celebration of that historic event; and 

WHEREAS, in 1861, Victor Emanuel II was pro-
claimed the first King of a united Italy, marking the 
culmination of generations of struggle, affirming 
the fundamental oneness of the people of the Italian 
peninsula – who had long been connected through 
their shared language, culture and glorious history, 
but subject to political fragmentation – and laying 
the foundation for the subsequent development of the 
Italian state; and 

WHEREAS, the 150th Anniversary provides a fitting 
occasion for Italians and friends of Italy everywhere 
to remember the vision of the Risorgimento, the inval-
uable contributions of Mazzini, Cavour, Garibaldi and 
other leaders, as well as the courage and determination 
displayed by countless men and women, a precious 
legacy that offers inspiration and insight as Italians 
strive to build a brighter future together; now let it be
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PROCLAIMED, that State Comptroller Thomas P. 
DiNapoli does hereby congratulate and applaud the 
people of Italy on this anniversary of national unity; 
and be it further

PROCLAIMED, that in this month of October, two 
thousand eleven, Comptroller DiNapoli does join 
with the members of the Italian Heritage & Culture 
Committee in honoring all those, past and present, 
who have helped form a more perfect union in Italy.

Thomas P. DiNapoli	
State Comptroller
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State of New York

Legislative Resolution

By:   Senators Griffo, Adams, Addabbo, Alesi, 
Avella, Ball, Bonacic, Breslin, Carlucci, 
DeFrancisco, Diaz, Dilan, Duane, Espaillat, Farley, 
Flanagan, Fuschillo, Gallivan, Gianaris, Golden, 
Grisanti, Hannon, Hassell-Thompson, Huntley, 
Johnson,  Kennedy, Klein, Krueger, Kruger, Lanza, 
Larkin, LaValle, Libous, Little, Marcellino, Martins, 
Maziarz, McDonald, Montgomery, Nozzolino, 
O’Mara, Oppenheimer, Parker, Peralta, Perkins, 
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Rivera, Robach, Saland, 
Sampson, Savino, Serrano, Seward, Skelos, Smith, 
Squadron, Stavisky, Stewart-Cousins, Valesky, 
Young and Zeldin.

By:   M. of A. Lupardo. Abbate, Abinanti, 
Amedore, Benedetto, Canestrari, Castelli, Conte, 
Cook, DenDekker, Giglio, Hoyt, Kirwan, Latimer, 
Lentol, Magnarelli, M. Miller, Millman, Molinaro, 
Montesano, Morelle, Nolan, Palmesano, Ra, Raia, 
Saladino, Schroeder, Spano, Tedisco, Titone and 
Tobacco

COMMEMORATING   the   150th   Anniversary  
of  the Unification of Italy

  WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative 
Body, representing  the people  of  the  State  of New 
York, to join with Italians everywhere in honoring 
the consummate courage, sacrifice, and vision of  
the  patriots who gave birth to the Italian Nation; and

Senate No. 2212		
					   
Assembly No. 615



29

					   
Assembly No. 615

  WHEREAS,  Attendant  to  such  concern,  and 
in full accord with its long-standing traditions, this  
Legislative  Body  is  justly  proud  to commemorate 
the 150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy; and

  WHEREAS,  In  conjunction with this significant 
milestone in Italian history, this Legislative Body 
is pleased to honor the joint efforts  of Americans  
and  Italians in fostering freedom, democracy, 
and our shared values throughout the world; and

  WHEREAS, While Italian unification was a 
process that took  decades, the  country  dates its 
founding back to 1861, when the Kingdom of Italy
was proclaimed; Italy became a Republic in 
1946, immediately after World War II; and

  WHEREAS, At a time when the United States of  
America  was  fighting for the preservation of its
own Union, Giuseppe Garibaldi’s campaign for
the  unification  of  Italy  inspired many around the world 
in their own struggles, including the 39th New York  
Infantry,  also  known  as  “The Garibaldi Guard”; and

  WHEREAS,  Italy  and  the  United States are bound 
by friendship and common dedication to civil liberties,  
democratic  principles,  and  the universal human 
rights our countries both respect and uphold; and

  WHEREAS,  Today,  the  legacy of Garibaldi 
and all those who unified Italy lives on in the 
millions of American  women  and  men  of  Italian 
descent who strengthen and enrich our great 
Empire State and our Nation; now, therefore, be it

  RESOLVED,  That  this Legislative Body pause 
in its deliberations to commemorate the 150th 
Anniversary of the Unification of Italy; and be it
further

  RESOLVED, That a copy of this  Resolution,  
suitably  engrossed,  be transmitted to distinguished 
members of the Italian American community.
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ADOPTED IN SENATE ON                                         
By order of the Senate,
June 6, 2011

                                                                                   
Francis W. Patience, Sectretary

ADOPTED IN ASSEMBLY ON                                   
By order of the Assembly
June 6, 2011                                                                  

Laurene R. Kretzler, Clerk
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	WHEREAS: In celebration of the 150th 
Anniversary of the Unification of Italy, the Council 
of the City of New York is proud to honor the Italian 
Heritage and Cultural Committee of New York for 
fostering a greater awareness and appreciation for 
the extraordinary roles Italian and Italian-Americans 
have played in shaping New York City and the world; 
and

WHEREAS:	  For thirty-five years, the Italian 
Heritage and Cultural Committee of New York, 
Inc. (IHCC-NY, Inc.) has provided special events, 
concerts, exhibits, lectures, and proclamations to 
celebrate and to better inform New York City—the 
largest Italian city outside Italy—and other geographic 
areas throughout the United States and the world, of 
the important legacy of Italian and Italian American 
culture; and

WHEREAS:	  The IHCC-NY, Inc. also sponsors 
the annual Italian Heritage and Culture Month 
activities, promotes the study of Italian language 
and culture among all ethnic groups, engenders pride 
in Italian-Americans about their own rich history, 
and encourages positive portrayals of Italians and 
Americans of Italian descent in the media and with 
the general public; and
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WHEREAS:	  This 150th Anniversary of the 
Unification of Italy provides a special opportunity to 
reflect on the profound impact the country has had 
since its inception. Although Italy existed as a name 
even in ancient Roman times, the nation we know today 
united in 1861 after Giuseppe Garibaldi launched an 
expedition of 1,000 volunteers and landed in Sicily. 
Garibaldi’s visionary campaign for the unification of 
Italy inspired people around the world in their own 
struggles, including the 39th New York Infantry, also 
known as “The Garibaldi Guard.” Today, the legacy 
of Garibaldi and all those who unified Italy lives on in 
the millions of American citizens of Italian descent; 
and

WHEREAS:  	  The story of the Italian people is an 
essential part of the narrative of the United States. 
The values of Italian community—love of family, a 
strong work ethic, and a great respect for heritage—
are American values. Just as Italians and Italian-
Americans have strengthened the fabric of our own 
nation as a place of unity and progress over the course 
of the last 150 years, we stand together to recognize 
this important milestone and reflect not only upon 
Italy’s rich heritage, but its great future as well; now, 
therefore

BE IT KNOWN:	  That in celebration of the 
Unification of Italy’s sesquicentennial, the Council 
of the City of New York—including the undersigned 
members of its Italian-American Caucus—is proud to 
honor

The Italian Heritage 
and Cultural Committee 

of New York, Inc.
for its outstanding service and contributions to 

New York City.
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Signed this 1st day of October in the year Two 
Thousand and Eleven.

===

CHRISTINE C. QUINN
Speaker

For the Entire Council
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VINCENT J. GENTILE
Council Member, 43rd District

Brooklyn

JAMES S. ODDO
Minority Leader, 50th District

Staten Island

DANIEL R. GARODNICK
Council Member, 4th District

Manhattan

JAMES VACCA
Council Member, 13th District

Bronx

PETER F. VALLONE Jr.
Council Member, 22nd District

Queens

JAMES F. GENNARO
Council Member, 24th District

Queens

ERIC ULRICH
Council Member, 32nd District

Queens

DOMENIC M. RECCHIA, Jr.
Council Member, 47th District

Brooklyn

VINCENT M. IGNIZIO
Council Member, 51st District

Staten Island

Members of the Italian American Caucus
City Council of New York



35

Whereas: The  Italian Heritage and Culture Month has
been celebrated for more than a quarter century with 
special events, exhibits, lectures and proclamations to
commemorate Italy’s history and culture; and

Whereas:  The 35th Italian Heritage and Culture Month
is being celebrated city-wide in honor of the 150th
Anniversary of the Unification of Italy; and

Whereas:  I extend my gratitude and appreciation to
the Italian Heritage and Culture Committee of New
York, Inc. and its dedicated members for keeping
alive the legacy of the Italian culture.

Now, therefore, I, Ruben Diaz Jr., President
of the Borough of The Bronx, pay tribute to our Italian-
American community and the cultural political,
and scientific contributions Italian-Americans have
made to our great borough, city and country.  I do hereby 
proclaim October 2011 as

“Italian Heritage and Culture Month”

							     
					   

Ruben Diaz Jr.		




